Ikea breaks 
ground on 
Norfolk store; 
opening slated 
for spring 2019 


By Elisha Sauers 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 

About this time two years 
from now, a lot more Hamp- 
ton Roads residents will be 
gathering around an Ingatorp 
or Bjursta table for Thanks- 
giving. 

And the red sauce they’ll 
spoon next to the stuffing? 
They might call it lingonberry. 

If those words sound foreign 
to you, that’s because, well, 
they are. But for Ikea-obsessed 
shoppers, they’re familiar for 
being difficult to pronounce - 
all part of the Swedish furni- 
ture company’s charm. 

The retailer with an avid 
following, whose closest loca- 
tion is 170 miles away in Wood- 

STEVE EARLEY | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT bridge, has pleased its local 
From left, Norfolk Mayor Kenny Alexander, Angele Robinson-Gaylord of Ikea, Gov. Terry McAuliffe and U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott toss shovels of sand during fans by beginning construc- 
Friday’s groundbreaking ceremony for the Ikea, near the intersection of Northampton Boulevard and Interstate 64. tion on a Norfolk store. It will 
feature nearly 10,000 items, 
50 rooms, three model-home 
interiors, a kids play area, a 
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A merger of the Veterans 
Choice Program and Tricare 
could transform the VA’s health 


care system from a network of 

medical centers and clinics to 

an insurance system, a drastic 
a) © change that is raising the 


objection of veterans groups. 
Such a move would unfairly shift 
costs to veterans, critics say. 


MORE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS bring more people, 
more contracts and more money 


By Courtney Mabeus | The Virginian-Pilot By Hope Yen 
The Associated Press 


NORFOLK 
The Navy’s economic impact on Hampton Roads increased by more than As part of its effort to ex- 


m : and private health care, the 
$1.5 billion for the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, 2016, and for the E ep A ATA of Veterans Af- 


second year in a row surpassed the $10 billion mark, according to fairs is exploring the possi- 
figures released Friday by Navy Region Mid-Atlantic. bility of merging its health 
system with the Pentagon’s, a 

The report compiles the amount of capital infused directly into cost-saving measure that vet- 

the local economy from salaries, expenditures and contractual pay- erans groups say could threat- 
ments for services that support the region’s naval bases. en the viability of VA hospitals 


The latest report shows a total direct impact of $12.3 bil- and clinics. 


lion. That accounts for an increase of more than 10,000 VA spokesman Curt Cashour 
active-duty military for a total 82,174, up from 72,136 called the plan a potential 
in fiscal 2015. “game changer” that would 

Much of that growth may be accounted for by the “provide better care for veter- 
addition of the aircraft carriers George Washington - ans at a lower cost to taxpay- 
which moved to Norfolk from Japan in late 2015-and the ers,” but he provided no details. 


Griffin Anderson, a spokes- 


See IMPACT, PAGE 9 man for the Democrats on the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Com- 
L mittee, said the proposal - de- 


veloped without input from 
Congress — would amount to 


ae co ae Around school’? A fake tree? | tiicttrearam na rem 
A $28M cost? It’s too much, grams. Committee Democrats 
O2K | some Beach leaders say. ee 


The number of active-duty 
military personnel was a total 
of 82,174 in fiscal 2016, up from 
72,136 in fiscal 2015. 


$101B 


Annual payroll from military and 
civilian workers increased to 
$10.1 billion, up from $8.9 billion. 
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The number of homeported a COURTESY OF VIRGINIA BEACH CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ships increased to 67 from 65. 


The total direct impact of the Navy in 
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Decker had secrets; Turner went 
back to prison. PAGE 6 


U.S. military base 
with the most sexual 
harassment reports? 


By Mike Connors | The Virginian-Pilot Plans for Page 4 
the new 
VIRGINIA BEACH Thoroughgood — 
A new Thoroughgood Elementary School should open Elementary 

in a few years - designed for modern learning and built to School’s round cloudy, but warmer 

last 100 years. shape, a ropes Highs in mid-60 S 
Spending on goods and But some School Board members think current plans might Course and an IES tern S. 
services - including be too extravagant. Specifically, the building’s round shape, a interior tree Lows near 40. 
contracts for ship ropes course and an interior tree structure raised eyebrows. 4esign raised Details on the back page of Sports 
construction and repair, “There’s a fine line between nice and too much,” Vice Chair- eyebrows on 
equipment, supplies, man Dan Edwards said at the board’s most recent meeting. Aa pe 
and transportation - The board received an update last week on Thoroughgood, School is St to Mi | | | | | | | | | | 
increased to $2 billion, open in 2020. a Meat || 
up from $1.6 billion. See SCHOOL, PAGE 7 > 73811 00050 < 


